151.   IN A TANGLE
Sir Henry Wheeler has given us an accurate expression for
describing the position of the Bengal Government and for that
matter even the Government of India. He considered the debate
.in the Bengal Legislative Council on the resolution calling upon
the Government to cancel all the repressive notices and to discharge
all the prisoners convicted tinder them cea hopeless unreality".
For him who perhaps does not know what is going on in Bengal
except what his subordinates choose to tell him, the debate may
be "a hopless unreality". The fifty Councillors who have first hand
knowledge of things as they are, refused to be misled by Sir Henry's
oratory. To them, the position taken up by the Bengal Govern-
ment was "a hopeless unreality". The lawlessness in the country
described by Sir Henry Wheeler existed only in his imagination.
What was real did not in their estimation need the drastic measures
that the Bengal Government had taken. The Councillors knew
that such lawlessness as existed in Bengal was disciplined, civil, non-
violent and necessitated by the thoughtless action of the authorities.
Sir Henry Wheeler failed to drive home to his audience his con-
viction that Ghitta Ranjan Das, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shyam
Sundar Chakravarti and now even Babu Hardayal Nag, the aged
President of the Provincial Congress Committee, had any mis-
chievous intention. With the imprisonment of these trusted leaders
of the people and many other innocent workers in their minds, the
terrifying description given by Sir Henry Wheeler appeared to the
members as unreal as it possibly could be and failed to frighten
them into rejecting the resolution. The Councillors deserve con-
gratulations for the courageous stand they took up for freedom of
opinion, because the lawlessness that Sir Henry Wheeler complained
of amounts to no more than insistence in defiance of prohibitory
orders upon the exercise of the right of free speech and free asso-
ciation.
Forcible dispersal of peaceful meetings, search and seizure of
Congress and Khilafat papers and assaults upon the public were
such a grim reality with the Councillors that they had no choice left
to them but to support the resolution. It is worthy of note that
Sir Henry Wheeler's amendment was by no means of an uncompro-
mising nature. He offered a non-official committee to go into the
matter, but the Councillors very properly rejected the compromise.
Ihey were not prepared to have the evidence of their own senses
XXII-24